
 

                           December 23, 2018 AD                                         
 

Call To Worship 
 

All God’s people, boys and girls, women and men: Come and worship! Shepherds, magi, saints and angels: Come 
and worship! All who need the Savior, all who long for comfort: Come and worship Christ, the newborn King! 

 

Singing Together    Angels We Have Heard On High           Edward Shippen Barnes, James Chadwick|Public Domain| CCLI # 11280377 
 

Angels we have heard on high  Sweetly singing o'er the plains 
And the mountains in reply  Echoing their joyous strains 
 

Shepherds why this jubilee  Why your joyous strains prolong 
What the gladsome tidings be  Which inspire your heav'nly song 
 

Chorus Gloria In excelsis Deo (2x) 
 

Come to Bethlehem and see  Christ whose birth the angels sing 
Come adore on bended knee  Christ the Lord the newborn King (Chorus)  
 

See Him in a manger laid  Jesus Lord of heaven and earth 
Mary Joseph lend your aid  With us sing our Savior’s birth (Chorus)  

 

Grace Alone                  Dustin Kensrue| ©Dead Bird Theology 2013 | CCLI # 11280377 
 

I was an orphan lost at the fall running away when I'd hear you call 
But Father you worked your will 
I had no righteousness of my own, I had no right to draw near your throne 
But Father you loved me still 

 

And in love before you laid the world's foundation 
You predestined to adopt me as your own 
You have raised me up so high above my station 
I'm a child of God by grace and grace alone 
 

You left your home to seek out the lost, You knew the great and terrible cost 
But Jesus your face was set 
I worked my fingers down to the bone, but nothing I did could ever atone 
But Jesus you paid my debt 
 

By Your blood I have redemption and salvation 
Lord you died that I might reap what you have sown 
And you rose that I might be a new creation 
I am born again by grace and grace alone 
 

I was in darkness all of my life, I never knew the day from the night 
But Spirit you made me see 
I swore I knew the way on my own head full of rocks a heart made of stone 
But Spirit you moved in me 
 

And at your touch my sleeping spirit was awakened 
On my darkened heart the light of Christ has shone 
Called into a kingdom that cannot be shaken 
Heaven's citizen by grace and grace alone 

Grace Church Stamford welcomes you 
 to our Sunday gathering 

where our aim is to meet Jesus Christ  
through his Word and Spirit 

So I'll stand in faith by grace and grace alone 
I will run the race by grace and grace alone 
I will slay my sin by grace and grace alone 
I will reach the end by grace and grace alone 



  

Hearing God’s Word   Isaiah 9:1-7        This is the Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 

Confessing Together  
 

O God, we need Christ to renew our commitment.  We confess that our lack of faith has made us fearful.  May 
your angels sing again to us of peace for body and soul. We acknowledge that we have foolishly let our desires 
lead us astray. May the light of your Word set our course firmly in your direction.  We have turned our faith 
into a lifeless ritual. May your manger call us again to expressions of love and devotion.  Lord, forgive us, and 
may your Spirit dwell richly in our hearts, to bring renewal to our lives.  Amen. 
 

Word of Assurance:  She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save 
his people from their sins. Thanks be to God. 
 

Singing Together   Come Behold The Wondrous Mystery  Matt Papa, Michael Bleeker, Matt Boswell|© 2012 Bleeker Pub.| CCLI # 11280377 
 

Come behold the wondrous mystery in the dawning of the King 
He the theme of heaven's praises robed in frail humanity 
In our longing in our darkness now the light of life has come 
Look to Christ who condescended took on flesh to ransom us 
 

Come behold the wondrous mystery He the perfect Son of Man 
In His living in His suffering Never trace nor stain of sin 
See the true and better Adam come to save the hell-bound man 
Christ the great and sure fulfillment of the law in Him we stand 
 

Come behold the wondrous mystery Christ the Lord upon the tree 
In the stead of ruined sinners hangs the Lamb in victory 
See the price of our redemption see the Father's plan unfold 
Bringing many sons to glory grace unmeasured love untold 
 

Come behold the wondrous mystery slain by death the God of life 
But no grave could e'er restrain Him praise the Lord He is alive 
What a foretaste of deliverance how unwavering our hope 
Christ in power resurrected as we will be when He comes 

 

The Collection 
 

Praying Together 
 

Hearing God’s Word Proclaimed  Luke 1:5-25          This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 

Communing Together 
 

Invitation* 
O taste and see that the Lord is good.  Blessed are those who take refuge in him!   
The Lord be with you.  And also with you.  Lift up your hearts. We lift them up to the Lord.  Let us give thanks to 
the Lord our God. It is right for us to give thanks and praise. 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Praise 
With joy we praise you, gracious God, for you have created heaven and earth, made us in your image, and kept 
covenant with us – even when we fell into sin. We give you thanks for Jesus Christ, our Lord, who came among us 
as the Word made flesh to show us your glory, full of grace and truth. Therefore we join our voices with all the saints 
and angels and the whole creation to proclaim the glory of your name: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and 
might, heaven and earth are fully of your glory. Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among those with 
whom he is pleased. 

	

Communion 
The Lord Jesus, on the night of his arrest, took bread and after giving thanks, broke it and gave it to his disciples 
saying, ‘Take, eat. This is my body given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.’ In the same way, he took the cup, 
saying, ‘This cup is the new covenant sealed in my blood, shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you 
drink it, do this in remembrance of me.  Every time you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the saving 



 

death of the risen Lord until he comes.   
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Power 
God and Father of Jesus, thank you for sending your Son to be our Savior, our light in the midst of darkness, our 
hope in the face of threats, our peace amid turmoil. In your Word and Sacrament, we have seen him by faith and 
know that your promises are true.  Send us forth from this table to live in hope and peace and loving service.  This 
we ask in the name of Jesus, our Lord. Amen. 
 

* Prayer for those searching for truth    Lord Jesus, you claim to be the way, the truth, and the life. While I find that hard to believe, 
help me to believe your claims. Guide me, teach me, open to me the reality of who you are. Give me an understanding of you that is 
coherent, convincing and that leads to the life that you promise. Amen. 
* Prayer of belief    Lord Jesus, I admit that I am weaker and more sinful than I ever before believed, but through you I am more loved 
and accepted than I ever dared hope. I thank you for paying my debt, bearing my punishment on the cross, and offering forgiveness 
and new life. Knowing that you have been raised from the dead, I turn away from my sins and receive you as Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

Singing Together  Hark The Herald Angels Sing       Charles Wesley | Felix Mendelssohn-Bartholdy|©Public Domain.| CCLI # 11280377 
 

Hark the herald angels sing glory to the newborn King 
Peace on earth and mercy mild God and sinners reconciled 
Joyful all ye nations rise join the triumph of the skies 
With angelic hosts proclaim Christ is born in Bethlehem 
Hark the herald angels sing glory to the newborn King 
  

Christ by highest heav'n adored Christ the everlasting Lord 
Late in time behold Him come offspring of the Virgin's womb 
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see hail the incarnate Deity 
Pleased as man with men to dwell Jesus our Emmanuel 
Hark the herald angels sing glory to the newborn King,  

 

Hail the heav'n-born Prince of Peace, hail the Son of Righteousness 
Light and life to all He brings ris'n with healing in His wings 
Mild He lays His glory by born that man no more may die 
Born to raise the sons of earth born to give them second birth 
Hark the herald angels sing glory to the newborn King, glory to the newborn King  

 

Benediction for Mission  
 

Jesus is the Word made flesh in our midst. May his incarnation fill your hearts with joy and peace. 
O Lord, give us peace. 
Jesus is the promised Savior, born of Mary. May his birth among us renew your hope. 
O Lord, give us hope. 
Jesus is the King of kings and the Lord of lords. May the gift of his presence bring forth rejoicing. 
O Lord, give us joy. 
 
The Lord bless you and keep you, the Lord make his face to shine upon you and be gracious to you.  The Lord lift 
up his countenance upon you and give you peace.   Father, Son and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
NO Life Groups or 

Youth Group 
meetings this week 
 

 
New Year’s Eve 

church party at the 
Jang’s 

Mon, Dec 31, 6pm 
Potluck sign-up  

to come 
 

Particularization  
Inaugural Service 
Sun, Jan 13, 4pm 

Followed by 
reception 



  

God’s Word Proclaimed                  December 23, 2018 
       

Longing For Blessing 
Luke 1:5-25 

 
Introduction:  The blessing of baking? 
 
 
How can we really be blessed? 
 
 

1. The blessing from transcendent worship 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. The blessing in disguise 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3. The better blessing 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Application 
 
 
 
 
 


